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Preface 

 

A Master Plan is a vision statement, describing problem areas, recommending actions, 

and infrastructure for the future. The purpose of this section is to adequately discuss the 

Goals that this Master Plan will try to accomplish. The Goals of this Plan were developed 

by incorporating Goals found in the Frederick County Comprehensive Plan, with 

previous Plan Goals together with future trends and needs for all City departments. 

The Smart and Sustainable Growth Act of 2009 

 

This package of amendments to Article 66B of the Annotated Code of Maryland, was 

geared toward protecting Maryland’s environment and natural resources and to promote 

sustainable growth in Maryland. In addition, the new Planning Visions law modernizes 

the State’s eight existing planning visions with 12 new visions that more accurately 

reflect  Maryland’s ongoing aspiration to develop and implement sound growth and 

development policy. 

 

State Visions  

1. Quality of Life and Sustainability: A high quality of life is achieved through 

universal stewardship of the land, water, and air resulting in sustainable 

communities and protection of the environment; 

2. Public Participation: Citizens are active partners in the planning and 

implementation of community initiatives and are sensitive to their 

responsibilities in achieving community goals; 

3. Growth Areas: Growth is concentrated in existing population and business 

centers, growth areas adjacent to these centers, or strategically selected new 

centers; 

4. Community Design: Compact, mixed-use, walkable design consistent with 

existing community character and located near available or planned transit 

options is encouraged to ensure efficient use of land and transportation 

resources and preservation and enhancement of natural systems, open spaces, 

recreational areas, and historical, cultural, and archeological resources; 

5. Infrastructure: Growth areas have the water resources and infrastructure to 

accommodate population and business expansion in an orderly, efficient, and 

environmentally sustainable manner; 

6. Transportation: A well-maintained, multimodal transportation system 

facilitates the safe, convenient, affordable, and efficient movement of people, 

goods and services within and between population and business centers; 

7. Housing: A range of housing densities, types, and sizes provides residential 

options for citizens of all ages and incomes; 
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8. Economic Development: Economic development and natural resource-based 

businesses that promote employment opportunities for all income levels 

within the capacity of the State’s natural resources, public services, and public 

facilities are encouraged; 

9. Environmental Protection: Land and water resources, including the 

Chesapeake and Coastal Bays, are carefully managed to restore and maintain 

healthy air and water, natural systems, and living resources; 

10. Resource Conservation: Waterways, forests, agriculture areas, open space, 

natural systems, and scenic areas are conserved; 

11. Stewardship: Government, business entities, and residents are responsible for 

the creation of sustainable communities by collaborating to balance efficient 

growth with resource protection; and 

12. Implementation: Strategies, policies, programs, and funding for growth and 

development, resource conservation, infrastructure, and transportation are 

integrated across the local, regional, State, and Interstate levels to achieve 

these visions. 

The twelve visions will be implemented in Brunswick through Goals and Objectives 

listed in this Plan. They will also be implemented through the Recommendations of this 

Plan and by a successful update of Local Land Use Regulations. Additionally, House Bill 

1141 mandated in 2006 by the Maryland General Assembly, required action by 

municipalities to incorporate two new elements, Water Resources and Municipal Growth, 

into their Master Plans. It is the City’s intention to comply with this Bill and to update the 

Master Plan accordingly with these amendments. 

1997 PRIORITY FUNDING AREAS ACT 

 

The Maryland General Assembly passed the Neighborhood Conservation and Smart 

Growth initiatives in 1997. This legislation enhances the Planning Act passed in 1992 

that established the eight visions to guide growth and development throughout the State. 

The Smart Growth initiatives go much further by establishing a variety of State programs 

and fiscal tools in an effort to protect sensitive areas, plan for better growth, and direct 

resources. The State's Smart Growth toolbox includes a wide range of policies and 

programs that address land preservation, economic development, neighborhood 

revitalization, transportation, environmental protection, historic preservation and other 

initiatives. Some of the more significant initiatives affecting Frederick County are 

described below. 

 

Priority Funding Areas 

Priority Funding Areas (PFA) define geographical areas within each county where the 

State wants to target its programmatic efforts and infrastructure funding to support 

economic development and new growth. Existing or new developments located outside of 

a State certified PFA would not be eligible to receive state funding for infrastructure 
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improvements such as roads, water, or sewer. Generally the PFA criteria require a 

property to be within a designated growth area, have appropriate zoning, and be classified 

in a 10-year water/sewer service area. 

 

2006 STATE PLANNING INITIATIVES 

 

The 2006 Maryland Legislative session produced several planning related requirements 

that will affect the way Maryland's counties and municipalities exercise planning and 

zoning authority. The specific legislation came out of House Bill 1141, described below. 

 

Water Resources Plan Element (WRE) 

Addresses the relationship between water and wastewater capacities with planned 

growth. The three components of the WRE include: drinking water supply; wastewater 

treatment and disposal; and non-point source and storm water management. 

 

Municipal Growth Element 

Required of municipalities to identify areas for future growth consistent with a long-

range vision. This element also requires coordination with the County and recommends 

the use of joint planning agreements between the municipality and the County. 

Frederick County Comprehensive Plan 

 

The Goals and Objectives for Frederick County can be found in the Frederick County 

Comprehensive Plan 2010 Edition. The Organization and Structure of the Plan is as 

follows: 

 

ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE OF THE PLAN 

The organization of this Plan departs from the traditional list of comprehensive plan 

elements (environmental features, community facilities, transportation, and land use) that 

typically define the individual chapters of a plan. Both the format of this Plan as well as 

the injection of new and revised planning concepts has established this Plan as a new 

benchmark rather than merely updating the previous 1998 Countywide Plan. 

 

The format of this Plan is organized around nine themes that serve several purposes. The 

nine themes provide an opportunity to focus on significant aspects of the County that 

have, in previous plans, been given very little attention and have been buried within 

traditional plan elements. A second purpose of the themes is to create a more dynamic 

Plan document where the individual themes can stand alone in terms of page numbering 

to facilitate periodic amendments. The first page of each theme includes an Amendment 

Status block that will be used to document subsequent amendments to the 

goals/policies/action items, maps, and/or background information for that theme. This 

will also facilitate the insertion of new theme/chapters in response to either new State 

requirements or as otherwise identified by the County. 

 

Each theme has a list of goals, policies, and action items that have a numbering reference 

using letters (G – goal, P – policy, A – action item) and numbers proceeded by an 
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abbreviation for each theme. In this way each goal, policy, and action item will have a 

unique reference that will facilitate their implementation and allow for subsequent 

amendments to a theme.   

  

City of Brunswick Goals 

 

When developing the goals for Brunswick, the past, present, and future was examined. 

Also fitting in with the regional community concept of Frederick County, Brunswick was 

seen as an area of growth with the highest MARC ridership in the County. As a Priority 

Funding Area, Brunswick is suited for growth over the rural areas in the County 

jurisdiction. The following are goals that this Plan addresses: 

 

Goal 1, Management of Future Growth 

 

 Redesign of Growth Boundaries to implement a manageable City Growth Policy. 

 Evaluate and Recommend Zoning Regulations. 

 Committing infrastructure and Community Facilities needs in the future. 

 

Goal 2, Protection of the Natural Environment 

 

 Promote stewardship of the land as a universal ethic with community 

responsibility for its management. 

 Maintain the high quality of Brunswick’s environment as a unique local and 

regional resource. 

 Focus efforts on the protection and conservation of critical resources in situations 

where current or proposed land uses have the potential for, or are, causing 

negative impacts. 

 

Goal 3, Creating a Quality Community for all Brunswick Citizens and Businesses  

 

 Promote the safety, health, and wholesomeness of Brunswick as a necessity to 

ensure a high quality of life for all residents. 

 Promote economic vitality.  

 Provide City services in a timely manner to facilitate the needs of residents, 

business owners, and property owners. 

 

In sections of this Plan, Goals, Objectives, and Policies are listed for their corresponding 

category. The Goals, Objectives, and Policies in those sections work together with 

Recommendations to support the three overall Goals stated above.  

 




